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Dane County Coalition to Reduce Alcohol Abuse

First Year Achievements

The Coalition began in January, 2009; it was one facet of County Executive Kathleen Falk’s initiatives to strategically intensify the Dane County’s work on the major problem of alcohol abuse.  She did this because the costs in resources and pain were continuing at an unacceptable level.

· The Coalition is a grassroots, citizen-driven effort; there are 2 Co-Facilitators.

· It has a mailing list of over 350 participants, many of whom distribute the messages to larger groups.

· There is a website: http://www.countyofdane.com/commissions/alcohol and a FaceBook page.

· The Coalition has 4 active work groups: Public Policy, Messaging, Downtown Alcohol Policy and Leadership/Guidance.

· There is a Young Adult Liaison to assist in connecting to that important demographic.

· There are a number of Coalition materials for distribution, with many translated into Spanish with outreach to all persons of color.

· In  2009, the Coalition held 8 major public meetings to provide information on such topics as: Alcohol and Youth; Alcohol Advertising to Youth; Overarching Alcohol Issue: Local and State; Evidence-based Prevention Practices; Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder; Middle School Prevention Strategies.

· As a result of the Middle School Prevention Strategies presentations to both the larger public and Dane County School Superintendents, a number of Dane County Middle Schools will begin to use a new on-line program for middle school students created by Milwaukee Children’s Hospital.

· As a result of the Coalition’s mobilizing residents here and participating with statewide coalitions such as AWARE and the Wisconsin Youth Alliance, progress is being made on key policy issues in the Wisconsin legislature.

· The Coalition has a grant from the Wisconsin Department of Health Services to focus on reducing binge drinking in the population aged 18 – 25 in the downtown area and at Dane County’s three major higher education campuses: UW-Madison, Edgewood College and Madison College (formerly MATC).

· The Coalition has helped to develop Stoughton Cares! a new local coalition focused on underage drinking.

· The Coalition has also worked closely with new coalitions in McFarland, Deerfield, Mount Horeb and Oregon.

For more information, contact:  Carol Lobes, Coalition Co-Facilitator at lobesmcclain@msn.com
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